
The Craig Hudson Guide to the San 
Francisco Bay Area
This guide is an amalgamation of writings (and pictures) I've made on San Francisco and the surrounding places that make up the 
Bay Area. Some of the writings are a little older from when I had a personal column in my high school paper (yeah, i've been doing 
this “what to see and do” thing for awhile) and blog posts made for my website. Nonetheless, everything you read still thankfully 
applies to the present. For all the lamenting and hand-wringing about how techies and gentrification are wrecking the city, San 
Francisco is still very much the magical place it has always been. In this guide I’ll be covering places to eat and drink, sights to see 
and how to get there. And of course, this wouldn't be a guide written by me if it didn't have some history sprinkled in it. Lastly, this 
is unapologetically a guide made from a local’s perspective. The only mention you’ll get of places like Lombard Street is in this 
sentence (it’s not even the crookedest street in SF, that would be Vermont Street on Potrero Hill) But don't worry, the places I’m 
going to tell you about are without any doubt some of the best that the Bay Area has to offer. I only say some of the best because 
simply, the treasures scattered and hidden throughout it are endless and inexhaustible. It’s just one the many factors that makes 
this place the envy of the world (and simultaneously the source of our unwavering and intolerable arrogance on that fact). So 
without further ado…The Guide to the San Francisco Bay Area.



Getting Around
First, a short crash course so you can know where the hell you are. I have attached maps to help you familiarize 
yourself both with SF and the Bay Area. Straight up, knowing this shit is critical to ensuring you have the best 
experience possible. 

Public Transit for San Francisco:
SF MUNI/METRO-
buses, metro_rail and streetcars
suggested routes: 
33 Dolores Park to the Marina
71 Downtown to Haight/Ashbury
70 Downtown to Golden Gate Bridge
37 Haight/Ashbury to Twin Peaks
14 Downtown to Mission District
F Line Streetcar
Castro District to Ferry Building via Market St
California Street Cable Car 
Van Ness to Financial District



Getting Around con’t
BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit)
use to get to/from airport, Oakland and Berkeley. It’s cheaper to

use muni/metro in SF, which is located in same stations up one

level from BART trains. 



The Embarcadero
The Embarcadero waterfront stretches from AT&T park (Home of the Giants) to Fisherman’s Wharf. Ever since the 
multi-level Embarcadero Freeway was torn down after the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake,  the city has transformed the 
embarcadero to be a centerpiece of the city as it once was. 

The embarcadero from 
Pier 14

Pier 14 with the Bay 
Bridge, as seen from the 
embarcadero



San Francisco Ferry Building. Built in 1898, the Ferry Building served as the 
landmark transportation terminal of the thriving Bay Area ferry industry for 
decades until falling into disrepair as cars supplanted the ferry system. Matters 
were made worse by the building of the Embarcadero freeway, a massive triple 
decker monstrosity that connected those traveling up 101 to the Golden Gate. The 
freeway was torn down after suffering damage from the 1989 earthquake, 
connecting  the San Francisco icon and surrounding waterfront to the city once 
more. Since then, the building and its clock tower (which tolls every 30 minutes) 
have been fully restored, and is now home to a thriving daily market of local 
vendors and restaurants. 

The ferry building still serves as San Francisco’s terminal for all pedestrian ferries. 



Pier 7 (Just past the ferry building while walking  in the direction of Fisherman’s 
Wharf) this pier is a replica of a wooden pier built in 1901. One of the most 
beautiful spots on the embarcadero, especially at night. 

Red’s Java House (right next to pier 30) - This no-frills shack on the 

water is a true San Francisco establishment. For about $6.00 you get a 
filling cheeseburger. No vegetables to be seen here, just patties, cheese, 
pickles, onions, ketchup and mustard between two hunks of sourdough 
bread. Wash it down with a beer from the bar out back where you have a 
view of the Bay Bridge and Oakland in the distance. For the location, it’s a 
damn good deal. Keep in mind though it closes by 2PM most days.



Vaillancourt Fountain (Justin Herman 
Plaza)-This fountain is crazy. Water spouts 
from pipes that snake all around in different 
directions and stepping stones allow you to 
jump under the water and through the 
fountains. Across the street from the Ferry 
building.

Cupid’s Span (The  giant bow & arrow 
sculpture pointing into the ground across 
from Pier 14)- Created by Claes Oldenburg, 
the span  is a nod  to Tony Bennett and his 
classic  “I left my Heart in San Francisco”.

AT&T Park at 
McCovey Cove

Take the 
Metro Line N 
Judah 
towards 
Caltrain depot 
or T line 
toward 
Mission Bay to 
get here.



Haight-Ashbury (“the Haight” by locals) is most well known for its association with the 
counterculture movements of the 60’s. The 1967 Summer of Love happened here, and many 
icons of those tumultuous times made Haight their home. Haight Street has many cool 
shops, bars and eateries, but while gentrification is felt here, the area is still filled with 
characters, street entrepreneurs and dealers. Dont be surprised when someone assails you 
to buy their shrooms or acid. Haight is broken into two area, Upper-Haight and Lower 
Haight, with Buena Vista Park serving as the borderline. 



Escape from New York Pizza-While 
Escape has become quite the pizza 
chain, this one is the best, hands down. 
Grab a slice of pesto or one of their 
slices of the day. While you’re there, 
check out the wall of fame. Everybody 
from Tenacious D to Van Halen & 
Metallica have come to taste the 
greatness of Escape From NY. Pro 
tip-snag a couple free drink coupons at 
the front counter of Amoeba music just 
a block down.

Bound Together Books 
(Haight/Masonic) is an anarchist 
collective bookstore (every 
person working there is a 
volunteer with all proceeds going 
to upkeep and purchasing new 
books) that provides a much 
needed source of alternative 
forms of thinking to the general 
public. While you’ll find no 
shortage of anarchist literature, 
they also carry many classics that 
they sell for cheap. They also 
support local writers by 
displaying their work in store. 

Amoeba Music-Housed in a 
former bowling alley, this 
massive warehouse of music 
is nothing less than a Bay 
Area cultural institution. 
Enough said.

Rickybobby-This lower Haight 
establishment serves amazing, delicious 
food. Just go. Finish your meal off with a 
Pliny the Elder at Toronado just up the 
street. Start a fight. I don’t know what 
you’re into.

Whole foods on Stanyan-
Shout out to their 
public(ish) bathrooms



Buena Vista Park  From Haight street, Buena Vista looks like a grassy slope that fades into 

the trees. If you attempt to walk up this hill, you will find yourself suddenly mired in a very 

different environment. Buena Vista Park is one of the largest parks in San Francisco, with 

lots of trees and trails. The place is beautiful and unlike Golden Gate Park, there are not too 

many people here either. If you’re game, try to find the magic bench on the left side of the 

park.



CORONA HEIGHTS-UPPER TERRACE,  Roosevelt Ave & Museum 
Way

My favorite view of San Francisco is atop  this little known hill 
located in the upper terrace residential area. After ascending the 
wooden steps of the large hill, the view, a sweeping panorama of 
the city and the Bay, comes at you all at once. Even though I've been 
there many times, it always takes my breath away (or maybe it’s 
just the steps). I prefer Corona Heights to Twin Peaks for a couple 
reasons. Its lower elevation is often an advantage, as Twin Peaks is 
frequently enveloped in fog banks. And thanks to its relative 
obscurity, one doesn't feel as much of a tourist as one may at Twin 
Peaks. 

To get here: Walk up Roosevelt Way from Castro St, or 37 from Haight/Ashbury.



To me, North Beach (named so as back in the day, the waterline was much, much 
closer.) represents San Francisco at its best. You only need to walk down a street 
and turn a corner before you’re in a totally new scene.  Nestled in-between 
Chinatown and Fisherman’s wharf, North Beach is a district split between the  
neon lights, sounds and clubs of Broadway and the cafes and restaurants of 
Columbus. Don’t miss Washington Square park and the St. Peter and Paul Roman 
Catholic Cathedral  at the North end of the park.



Vesuvio-Historic bar in North Beach, across the alleyway 

from City Lights.  Grab a table on the second floor and 
people watch over an anchor steam. 

Sam’s Pizza & Burgers (618 Broadway & Grant) –Sam’s is 

one of those classic hole in the wall joints that seems stuck 
in the mid 1970s. And that’s totally alright. Sam’s is a safe 
spot. A place where the trifecta of quantity, quality and price 
are strong. And more importantly, a place that’s in no hurry 
to get you out the door. The space is small and the grills 
make the noises that grills make, but there remains a 
stillness.Take a seat. Have a beer, stay awhile. 

 

Golden Boy Pizza- (542 Green & Grant) –This place is great. 

For something like $3.50 or so you get a nice square of 
deliciousness. Choose between pepperoni sausage and Garlic 
Pesto. 
 

Café Trieste- Café Trieste has been 
around since the 1950’s, and is where 
Francis Ford Coppola spent  time 
writing the screenplay for “The 
Godfather”.

City Lights Books (261 Columbus 
Ave) - City Lights is an 
independent bookstore founded in 
1953 by famous poets Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti and Peter D. Martin. 
In its early years it became the 
first all-paperback bookstore in 
the country and carries a large 
portion of books from local and 
independent publishers. The 
bookstore is designated as a 
historical landmark.



Clarion Alley, between Valencia and 

Mission, 16th st-Everytime I go to the 

mission district, I have to go to this place. 

Essentially, this large alleyway is one giant 

art project, filled with creative, strange and 

beautiful murals. 

The Mission is by population the largest as well as the oldest district  in SF.  Named for the site  chosen by father Junipero Serra 

for Mission Dolores, the district is teeming with life and culture. Here you will find a great deal of stores, cheap restaurants, bars, 

café’s and much more. It also proudly holds the title for having the largest amount of beautiful mural art in the city. This district is 

home to much of the cultural and politically progressive in SF. While the Mission has many gems hidden throughout its 

parameters, Mission St. and Valencia St. are the main attractions.  The two streets run parallel to each other and here is where 

you will find the vast amount of activity. Valencia St is geared more toward millennial tastes, while Mission St is more geared 

toward the Latino community (though you will find aspects of these two mentioned groups on both) The attractions are mixed 

into both streets, so don’t hesitate to weave in and out as you walk down them. 

People 
watching at 
Dolores park 
is also a 
pretty nice 
way to spend 
a warm day.

Good burritos: El Farolito & Pancho Villas. 
Though there are many other places too.

Or a good bar? Can’t go wrong with 
Zeitgeist. Though that’s a little closer to 
downtown under the I-80 overpass



Top left: SF City Hall. Top Right: The Castro District.

Above: Painted Ladies of Alamo Square Park

Left: Yerba Buena Gardens/ Metreon Fountain.



The Palace of Fine Arts-Marina 
District, adjacent to Crissy Field.
 The Palace of Fine Arts is the 
only remnant of the magnificent 
World’s Fair of 1915. The 
Panama-Pacific International 
Exposition, in celebration of the 
completion of the Panama Canal. 
The World’s Fair was a crowning 
achievement for the city of San 
Francisco, whose citizens had 
succeeded in almost completely 
rebuilding their city not even 10 
years after the great earthquake 
of 1906 that turned over 75 
percent of the city to rubble and 
ash. 
Built of cheap, temporary  
materials for the sole purpose of 
the World’s Fair, was in partial 
ruin by the 1960’s, when 
conservation efforts succeeded in 
raising the necessary funds to 
partially demolish and rebuild or 
reinforce the structure in order to 
make it a permanent feature of 
the city skyline and culture.



Located on the Northwestern tip of 
San Francisco, The Presidio 
(constructed by Spanish settlers 
under the leadership of Juan 
Bautista De Anza) was the first 
permanent foothold of Europeans 
on San Francisco (then known as 
Yerba Buena, or “good Herb”). 
Mexico inherited the land and other 
settlements of Alta California after 
independence from Spain, and was 
forcefully acquisitioned by the 
United States in the 1846-48 
Mexican-American War. Afterwards, 
the land served as a military base 
for the US Army, complete with 
artillery batteries, forts, an airfield 
(now known as Crissy field)  and 
anti-ballistic missile defenses. 
However, the base was completely 
closed down in 1989 as part of 
Congress’s military reduction 
program and was adopted by the 
Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area in 1994. Since then, The 
Presidio has undergone many public 
projects to restore itself to its 
former beauty. Large parts of the 
area are filled with beautiful forests 
of Monterey Cypress trees, seaside 
cliffs and breathtaking views of the 
Marin Headlands and the Golden 
Gate.



Grandview Park. Located in the Sunset District. Incredible views, and one of the last remaining hill dunes that were once in abundance across the 
Outside Lands (what this whole area was called back in the day, as it was nothing but an endless series of windswept dunes. The sand on the hill 
actually hails from the Sierra Nevada. To get here: Bus Route 28 or Metro N Judah toward Ocean Beach. Get off at 19th Ave stop.



SUTRO HEIGHTS comprises of the former estate grounds of 19th century San Francisco Mayor and philanthropist Adolph Sutro. The heights 
overlook Ocean Beach, usually enshrouded in fog most evenings.  The cliff house lies adjacent to the heights, as do the ruins of  Sutro Baths, the 
largest indoor pools in the world at the time of their creation. It’s pretty gorgeous at night. I would watch out for bums though, a few live in the 
surrounding groves.



Twin Peaks offers the best panoramic views of SF and the Bay Area in general. On 
clear days, you can see the radio towers atop Mt. Diablo and the buildings that make up 
downtown San Jose . At night, and on a clear night, the view beggars description. 



THE GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE  is an Icon of San 
Francisco and the West; an 
international-orange colored Art Deco 
masterpiece. Here are  some good places to 
appreciate it. 

Battery Spencer For the classic view of the 
bridge, your destination is Conzelman road in 
the Marin Headlands. The photo to the right 
was taken on the hill knows as Battery Spencer. 
To get here, park your car at the first parking 
lot you see while driving on Conzelman Road. 
Walk along the path in front of you and after a 
short walk you will reach the overlook.

The adjacent  view is at an area known as 
Hawk Hill. Just continue driving up Conzelman 
until you come to a parking lot that is near the 
top of the ridges. they bar the way in after dark 
usually, so try to get there a little after sunset at 
the latest. 
Fun fact: The narrow strait between the Pacific Ocean 
and San Francisco Bay was called the Golden Gate long 
before the construction of the bridge, and even before the 
Gold Rush. The name was coined by adventurer John C. 
Fremont in 1846, who in his memoirs coined the name in 
reference to the Golden Horn of Byzantium.



A great way to see 
the city from a 
different view and 
check out another 
cool place for 
practically 
nothing is to take 
the Golden Gate 
ferry to Sausalito, 
across the bay in 
Marin County. 
Each way costs 
about 6 dollars if I 
remember 
correctly. 
Sausalito has its 
own treasures, as 
I’ll show in the 
next couple 
photos.  
You can look up 
schedules and 
costs here: 
http://goldengate
ferry.org/schedul
es/Sausalito.php



Below: Marin & Mt. Tamalpais from the ferry. San Francisco from the Sausalito waterfront. Check out the hidden staircases, grab a drink at the no name bar. 



Along Highway 1 to Stinson Beach. The view 
from atop Mt. Tamalpais.



Coastal Road 
Trip:SF to Big 
Sur

Far right 
images: 
Montara 
Beach

Fenced 
images: 
Fitzgerald 
Marine 
Reserve, Moss 
Beach/Half 
Moon Bay

Right image: 
Pacifica from 
Lands End at 
sunset. 



Pescadero
and the 
entrance 
to Big 
Basin.

Pigeon Point 
Light
house



Panther Beach. Davenport, just North of Santa Cruz. Redwood forests surrounding  UC Santa Cruz. 
The Venetian Hotel in Capitola, just South of Santa Cruz.



The shores of Point Lobos, 
Monterey County. 



Hurricane 
Point. Big Sur Mission Carmel

Looking toward Point 
Sur. Big Sur.



Coit Tower



Former Military Installations 
along the Marin Headlands


